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Dates Available for Residency: 

3 October -14 October 2016  

10 October -21 October 2016  

5 December - 16 December 2016 
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Institution Description: 

With free admission and described by the Lonely Planet as not just the best museum in Ireland, but 

one of the best in Europe, the Chester Beatty Library is a must-see on any Dublin visitor's 

itinerary.  As the only museum in Ireland to win 'European Museum of the Year' and rated 

consistently in the top 5 of TripAdvisor’s list of ‘Top things to do in Dublin', the library's rich 

collections from countries across Asia, the Middle East, North Africa and Europe open a window on 

the artistic treasures of the great cultures and religions of the world.  

Manuscripts, miniature paintings, prints, drawings, rare books and decorative arts complete this 

amazing collection - all the result of the collecting activities of one man - Sir Alfred Chester 

Beatty (1875-1968).  Egyptian papyrus texts, beautifully illuminated copies of the Qur'an, the 

Bible, European medieval and renaissance manuscripts are among the highlights on display. In its 

diversity, the collection captures much of the richness of human creative expression from about 

2700 BC to the present day. 

See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0Yvoi0mmsU 

 
Unique opportunities: 

Featuring a fountain, cafe, balconies, and a c. 40-foot glass ceiling, the Atrium at the Chester 

Beatty Library is the central architectural feature and heart of the museum. The Chester Beatty 

Library is enthusiastic to engage with a maker specializing in video projection mapping to explore 

ways that this technology can be used to activate the space, engage with audiences, and celebrate 

the collection in new ways. The resident will have access to object images, videos, and other media 

from the museum’s collection, as well as the enthusiastic participation of its expert curatorial and 

educational staff. The local maker community will also be on hand to facilitate project development 

as needed. The resident will be encouraged to develop projects that include an audience-

engagement component, whether that be a workshop, presentation, or interactive performance.  

Preference in resident selection will be given to those project proposals that address concurrent 

community and institutional themes and exhibitions:  
 

 
The Chester Beatty Library Atrium 

http://www.cbl.ie/About-Us/The-Chester-Beatty-Story.aspx
http://www.cbl.ie/About-Us/The-Chester-Beatty-Story.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0Yvoi0mmsU
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Future temporary exhibitions 

 

Hong Ling: A Retrospective 

20 October 2016 – 29 January 2017 (TBC) 

Chinese artist, Hong Ling (b.1955) is known for his rich and dramatic landscapes that embody the 

human experience of nature through their portrayal of intense seasonal changes amidst China’s 

high peaks. Working primarily in oils across broad canvases, Hong Ling’s landscapes are 

provocatively modern and reflexive, but his painting practice is also firmly embedded within 

China’s scholar-painter tradition of self-cultivation. Drawing a selection of works from a larger 

retrospective curated by Dr Shane McCausland and planned for display at the Brunei Gallery at 

SOAS between July and September, 2016, this exhibition will highlight Hong Ling’s vibrant 

contribution to the world of Chinese landscape painting. 

 

Surimono: The Art of Friendship 

2 March – 28 August 2017 

Among the most luxurious of Japan’s woodblock prints, surimono embody the material renewal of 

social relationships. Privately commissioned by individuals and poetry groups from the 18th 

century, these prints were folded and wrapped, before being dispatched to friends, patrons and 

business partners at the new year or on other significant occasions. The collections of the Chester 

Beatty Library include more than 350 surimono, many by leading artists of the Edo period, and in 

2017, a selection of these works and the social relationships they affirmed will be the focus of a 

temporary exhibition. 2017 marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of formal diplomatic 

relations between Japan and Ireland: a milestone event precipitated in March 1957 by an exchange 

of letters between the Japanese and Irish ambassadors in London. As artistic and poetic sentiments 

shared to mark time’s passing and friendship’s renewal, the surimono collected by Chester Beatty 

offer the perfect medium for celebrating this significant occasion.  

 

 
Arts of the Book Gallery, East Asian Section 
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Sacred Traditions Gallery, East Asian Section, © Trustees of the Chester Beatty Library 

 

Permanent exhibitions 

Arts of the Book 

Arts of the Book, a permanent exhibition of almost 600 objects from the Library's collections 

displays books from the ancient world, including the world famous Chester Beatty Love Poems 

(c.1160 BC), Egyptian Books of the Dead and beautifully illuminated European manuscripts. One of 

the highlights is the display of Western book-bindings (5th-20th century) and Old Master prints. 

The exhibition also explores the richness of the Islamic manuscript tradition including illustrations 

and illuminations, calligraphy, and exquisite bindings from across the Middle East and India. 

Highlights from East Asia include one of the finest collections of Chinese jade books in the world, 

Japanese picture-scrolls depicting fables and legends, and deluxe woodblock prints. Audio-visual 

programmes complement the exhibition, helping the visitor to learn more about the arts of the book 

throughout the world. 
 

Sacred Traditions 

The Sacred Traditions Gallery on the second floor exhibits the sacred texts, illuminated 

manuscripts and miniature paintings from the great religions and systems of belief represented in 

the collections - Christianity, Islam and Buddhism with smaller displays on Confucianism, Daoism, 

Sikhism and Jainism. 

The Biblical Papyri, the remarkable collection of Qur'an manuscripts and scrolls and books of 

Buddhist thought provide the focus for the displays.Audio-visual programmes on Rites of Passage 

in many faiths, prayer and pilgrimage enhance the displays. 
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Resources to be made available: 

 Collection and Expertise of the Chester Beatty Library 

 Desk space with internet access and computer (residency encouraged to bring their own 

computer for project development) 

 Projectors and other equipment as necessary for installation of projection-mapping project. 

 Support and involvement of the Dublin maker community. 

 Evening access to Chester Beatty Library Atrium, for project development in low-light 

conditions (pre-arranged). 
 

Expected outputs 

 A physical installation of a project that activates the physical space of the Chester Beatty 

Library Atrium through projection and lighting. 

 A public engagement component, which may be a presentation, workshop, and/or 

interactive performance. 

 The project diary: a daily log of residency activity. May be text, images, and/or video. 
 

Expected Skills and Experience: 

 Experience working with closely with the public; running workshops, teaching skills, and/or 

interactive performance. 

 Documented background in skills relevant to proposal 

 Conversational Fluency in English  
 

 


